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EDITORIAL 


Far to many Indian Study groups concentrate all their efforts on learning dancing 
and crafts and neglect the equally important phases of Indian Culture, morals and phil- 
osophy. Have you ever stopped to ask yourself, "Why am I studying Indian Lore?! 

7 The answers are many and include; "I benifit by a feeling of creativity in craft 
work ' or "Indian dancing is a wonderful excercize." or "I enjoy putting on public pre- 
sentations.'" Etc. Maybe you belong to one of the groups that find putting on shows pro- 
fitable and benifit by travel etc.e. Perhaps you have something in your constitution to 
the effect of helping to perpetuate the Lore of the American Indian? All of these rea- 
sons are good and valid and in themselves justify the existance of your group. BUT is 
there another phase of Indian Lore that you are not benifiting from? What do you iknow 
of Indian religion, politics, and customs, of treatment of women, the aged and children 
or of Indian ettiquite? What are you actually doing to "Perpetuate the Lore of the Am- 
erican Indian?" Something to think about, isn't it? 

The American Indian has been chosen as an ideal by many youth movements; Ernest T. 
Seaton's "Woodcraft Indians", the YMCA Indian Guide program, the Boy Scout Honor organ- 
igation "The Order of the Arrow! etc. There is a good reason why these groups chose the 
Indians In his better form the Indian represents everything that our civilization con- 
siders to be good and wholesome. Whether you want to stress the Golden Rule, Boy Scout 
Law or the Ten Commandments, you can find examples to point up your teaching in the Am- 
erican Indian. In other words I feel that all Indian Study groups should utilize their 
study of the Indian as an aid in building personality and not just concentrate on craft 
and dancing as an end in themselves. A start in this direction would be to make Ernest 
Thompson Setog's book "The Gospel of the Red Man" required reading for your groupe 

I'd also like to stress the need for original research. Don't be content with the 
dances presented in this magazine and the other standard works on Indian Dances. Visit 
the Indian tribes and learn the dances first-hand, or get them out of old books. Like-=- 
wise with crafts. This way you will really be perpetuating something. 

Lastly I think it would be a grand idea if each Indian Lore group would reserve at 
least one week during the summer months to camp Indian style.Preserving the Indian Lore 
of the woods is just as important as the dances. This will also give your members’ the 
opportunity to really get to know one another and have a great time while doing ite We 
plan some articles on Indian Camping toward the summer. If you have had any experience 
along this line we would welcome your suggestions and photographs. 


Next month in answer to the many requests that we have recieved, we are going to run. 
@ special BEGINNERS ISSUE.e This will include; How to start your group, where to look for 
help, basic costume and basic dance stepse 

If there is anything you would like to see included in this magazine, Please let us 
know about ite We sincerely want to give you what you are looking fore Several requests 
have already been recieved, some asking for more of an Anthropo’ogical magazine, some for 
more Woodland, Southwest etce I'd like to find out what the majority of my readers w ant 
before I make any changese We are thinking about a Question and Answer column. Send in 
your questions if you want such a column. 


Most meetings between harrassed Boy Scout Leaders begin: "Listen. How about trying 
this —?" In just such momentous words, the Kiva Dancers of Redding were borne 

The Cub Master was desperate for a program to fill out a pack meeting. The cubs were 
to study Indian Lore that month. The scoutmaster said, "Listen. How about trying this: 
I'll get some of the members of the troop and post and we'll work up a couple of dances. 

That was in January, 1953. Since then the couple of dances have multiplied to near= 
ly thirty, the team itself includes some 18 adults and boys, and their presentations have 
been seen by hundreds of sober Connecticut citizens and their sons and daughters, whose 
acquaintance with the culture of the first Americans would otherwise be limited to the ca- 
pers of Hollywood Indians. 

That very first appearance of Indian dancers before Redding's Cub Pack #15, although 
greeted by cheers from the audience, was marked by haste and inexperience. Very little 
was known about making costumes, and some of the Indian dancers wore nothing but loin- 
cloths and paint, which caused a few raised eyebrows, if no actual rioting. As a result 
of this first performance the members were bitten by the bug; it seemed to them that it 
would be fun to try Indian dancing. There is generally no better reason for plunging in- 
to something newe 

In July, 1953, eight boys from Redding were to attend the International Jamboree to 
be held in California. To help raise funds to assist them in going it was decided to pre- 
pare a full scale program of Indian dancing.But this time", said scoutmaster John WeWilson 
Jre, "We'll do it properly." 

The group invited Mr. Henry Henning, of the Boy Scout National Supply Service, a long 
time student of Indian dances, who had staged the dances of the giant Scout-o-rama in New 
York City, to instruct the group in basic stepse On their very first meeting with Mr.Hen- 
ning, the would be dancers learned that almost all previous concepts of Indian dances, gar- 


nered chiefly from Western movies, were utterly wrong.At the end of Henning's two-—day-—long 
visit, the cases of charley-horse were equalled only by the varieties of stretched tendons. 

Rehersals, however, began and went on intensively for the next three months. At the 
same time the group began making elaborate costumese Hach dancer was responsible for his 
own moccasins, breechclout, necklace, and head—dress, and some made even more than this ; 
the entire group spent evening after evening cutting feathers, tying fluffies, and making 
rosettes of feathers and mirrors. 

The first performance,in Danbury's War Memorial building before an audience of about 
300 persons, justified to the group all of its labors.Requests began to come in for per- 
formances, and many of the boys showed an eagerness to continue with what was clearly be- 
coming a unique and important part of their Boy Scout activities. The Kiva dancers like 
to emphasize that while the Indian Dance program is an intensive part of their progran, 
it takes its place along with other scout activities as hiking, advancement, Explorer 
Emergency Service, etCe 

Since that first performance, the group has appeared at the annual Scout-o-rama con= 
ducted by Mauwehu Council, BeSeA. in Danbury; at the giant Camporee in Westport in the Spe 
of 1954; before a great many scout troops and cub packs throughout their area; in Camp 
Mauwehu, the scout camp for the council, and in Camp Keemosahbee, the camp of the New Bri- 
tain Council. 
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This dance is sometimes called the Apache Devil Dance. This is a misnomer, the dance 
has nothing to do with any devils, nor is it a healing ceremony. Rather it is a puberty 
or comming out ceremony for young girls. ‘he dancers represent the Mountain Spirits, and 
one, sometimes refered to as the devil, is nothing more than a clown. 

Here as in the Yei-Be-Chi, The chant is a very important part of the dance. Try to 
learn it from the recordings. 

COSTUME: Four or more Mountain Spirits should be used. ‘These are dressed in typical 
Apache yellow ochered buckskin. Knee length wrap around moccasins, kilts with jingles of 
tin cones or bells, wide stud belt, red flannel streamers from each arm, four foot cross 
wands in each hand, and the black mask and crown on the head. The Apache made these head 
ornaments out of thin Yucca slats sewed onto a leather strip under the mask. You can use 
Orange crates or cardboard.(See the reference to Ben Hunt) Large black and white designs 
are painted on the chest and arms. Modern Apaches can often be seen using plaid blanket 
kilts instead of buckskin. 

The clown is usually barefoot, with white kilt and mask and a small crown, ‘The mask 
is often painted with large rings for eyese He carries a4 wand in one hand and a musical 
instrument called a Bull Roarer in the other. (See the article on Bull Roarers) 

THE STEP: Three basic steps are used, all in a very angular position. The body bends 
at the waist and knees at all times. The feet are usually spread far apart. The movement 

e of the feet must be coordinated with the wand movement. The first step is a simple trot 
in the angular position. This is more of a jump from side to side than a straight trot, 
With each jump the dancer faces in a slightly different direction, making half turns left 
or righteThe second movement is a simultaneous jump on both feet as in the broad jump. the 
third step is shown in Fig. 4 and consists of thrusting one foot out behind and tapping 
the toee 


Fig.l Fige2 Fig.3 Fig Fige5 FPig.6 Fige? Fige8 


The drawings Fig. 1-8 shows the various wand positionse These are really poses and 
are held for 2-4 countse Figel shows the hitting of the two wands together. Fig. 2 shows 
the wands over the shoulders. Fige3 & 8 shows the wands under the arms and resting on the 
shoulderse Fige4 with both wands straight upe Fige5 with both straight down. Fig. 6 the 
kneeling position with one wand up and one downe Fig.7 also shows one up and one downe 


THE DANCE: Enter in a straight line using the trot step and making a whistling noise. 
Bend slowly to the right, left, backwards and forwards. From this forward bend spin lst 
to the left and then the right. From here on each dancer goes thru his individual action 
using all of the steps and wand positions described abovee The clown should mimic all of 
the motions of the dancers. In addition he may trip on his wands and fall, he may drop l 
of his wands, from a low bend he may beat his crown on the ground, he may hit his wands 
together with such force that one breakse At the conclusion of the dance the clown shows 
that one of his wands is actually a bull roarer and exits whirling it. 

Please do not call this the Apache Devil Dance. If you don't like Crown Dance call 
it the Mountain Spirit Dance or by the Apache name Cha-Ja-La. 

REFERENCES: "Medicine Men of the Apache" by John G. Bourke, 9th Annual Report of the 
Bureau of Ethnology, Smithsonian Institution, 1887-88 

"The Ceremony of the Big Wickiup" E. Arnold in Arizona Highways Magazine, August 1951 
"The Golden Book of Indian Crafts & Lore" by Ben Hunt, for a fine account on how to 
make the costumes 


INDIAN CRAFT 
SUPPLIES 


Including 


War Bonnet Kits 
Moccasin Kits 


Legging Kits 
War Shirt Kits 
Breech Cloth Kits 
Books, Beads, Fur, 
Leather, Tom-Toms, 
Bells and etc. 


WRITE FOR CATALOG 


Grey Owl Indian Craft Co. 


4518 - SEVENTH AVENUE 
BROOKLYN 20, N.Y. 


BRONZE PIPE TOMAHAWK 
CAST FROM AN AUTHENTIC INDIAN MODEL 
$5.00 each 
Will require some refinishing. 
GET YOUR ORDER IN EARLY 
LEFTY CHRISTIAN 
2515 Plata St. 
Los Angeles 26, California 


pues, 9ne. 


COMANGROVE FEATH ER 


Co. Inc. 


al types of 
FEATHERS 


—. _ ESTABLISHED a og 
2655 HEAD DRESSES, write 
IMPORTERS ARC HERY For 
FISHING hike Samples 


F EATH ERS Ste 
RAW and COLORED 


FOR AlL PURPOSES 
15 WEST 38th STREET ° New York 18,N. Y. 


l.-of 42 W. 38 st. 
Pe NEWYORK I8.NY. 


)) 


A C Hickering 4-5558-9 


Here is a type of belt that is simple to 
make, authentic, and it looks goode Use heavy 
belt leather for the base. Start by sewing 
on the two edge rowse This is done with the 
Lazy stitch and is usually at a slight angle. 
An examination of the photos will show sever= 
al styles of designe We suggest that you make 
up your own design. 

The inner section is beaded in long rows 
which are attached only at the endse This is 
what makes these belts so simple to make. Use 
sinew for this or a very strong thread. Bead 
right thru the leather using an awl to punch 
the holese The brass studs are usually tacks 
available in any five & dime store. These are 
pushed thru the leather and clipped and flat- 
tened on the back sidee A plain buckle is ate 
tached as in the sketch. 


The upper four belts in the photo right. 
are from the collections of the Southwest Mu- 
seum in Los Angelese The ‘lower enlarged belt 
is in the authors possesion. 


This is a simple musical instrument used by 
many of the Southwest tribes. It is almost 
always used in connection with some religious 
ceremonye The Navaho use it to chase away the 
evil spirits, the Hopi to represent thunder in 
rain making ceremoniese It is also used hy the 
clown in the Apache Crown Dance. 

These can be made almost any shape and size 
all will roar. Use thin slats from an Orange 
crate. Bevel the edges and drill a hole as in 
the sketch. Attach a three to four foot string 
to the hole and you are all sete Grasp the end 
of the string and whirl it over your head.This 
winds up the string. Now reverse the direction 
and you should get a nice roar. Some strings 
work better for this than others,exveriment to 
find which is beste 


We present here one of the hundreds of 
different ways of fastening roach feathers 
to a roach in order to get lots of movement 
in the feather. We borrow this idea from 
some unknown Indian who used it in a roach, 
now in our possesion, some forty years agoe 
The idea is to tie a ball chain of the type 
used in lamp pulls or key chains, into the 
bottom of the feather. Tie the other end of 
the chain into the roach sockete This makes 
a perfect swivel. 


OFFERING POR THE FIRST TIME 
DANCE HOOPS 


These are light in weight, are flexible and strong; made of 
round Plastic tubing that is non inflamable; these can be 
had in three sizes;- 19% = 20 - 20% inches in diameter 


Price per single Hoop $2.00 
or 
For the group of three 5.50 


rders of less than $5.00 please remember to add an additional 
en percent for mailing charges. No C.0.D. orders shall be 
illed, unless we receive in advance 25 percent of the order, 


CATALOGUE: Send 10¢ to cover cost of mailing and handling. 
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Bring us your FEATHER problems 
We have the FEATHER KNOW HOW 


ACK DIENSTAG FEATHER 


59 EAST 9th STREET 
NEW YORK 3,N. Y. 


P.O. BOX 585, MONROE, NEW YORK 
FAIRCHILD WOODCRAFT 


Blackfoot Moccasins 


Buckskin Shirts 
Feathers 
Beads 


Kits 
6036 Hazelhurst Pl. 
N. Hollywood, Calif. 


3uchor, Inc. 


Telephone: ESTABLISHED 1900 
2653 ; 
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IMPORTERS eee Ser” EXPORTERS 


FEATHERS 


RAW and COLORED 


FOR All PURPOSES 
15 WEST 38th STREET ° New York 18, N. Y. 


Indiancraft, Fishing Tackle, Archery. 
FREE SAMPLES & PRICES BY REQUEST 


FEATHERS 


LARGEST FEATHER FACTORY ON THE WEST COAST. 


SUPPLYING FEATHERS TO INDIANS, BOY SCOUTS, 


CUB SCOUTS & HOBBYISTS. WE CARRY QUILLS, 
IMITATION EAGLE, TAILS, WINGS, FLUFFIES. 


LARGE VARIETY OF COLORS IN STOCK AT ALL TIMES. 


HOLLYWOOD FANCY FEATHER CO. 
319 S$. Spring St. 


Los Angeles 13, Calif. 
Madison §-8453 


Where To Get It 


The Denver Art Museum has a series of three 
types of leaflets that will be of value to 
anyone interested in Indian Loree These are 
available from the Museum at a nominal price 
and will make a worthwhile addition to your 
Indian Library. 

The first of these are the Material Cul- 
ture notes. 22 of these have been issued to 
date at $.20 per copye Hach contains a com- 
plete discription of one item, including the 
materials used and the method of construction 
If you should want to construct any item pre- 
sented you should be able to make an exact 
copy from the instructions givene 
Some of the Notes you may be interested in 
ares 
#1 Embroidered Garment from Acoma. 

#2 A Crow Beaded Horse Collar. 

#12 A Cheyenne Peyote Fan. 

#13 An Arapaho Quilled Cradle. 

#21 A Jicarilla Apache Man's Skin Shirt. 
#22 A Jicarilla Apache Man's Skin Leggings. 


The second type of leaflet is called the 
Indian Leaflet Seriese 119 have been printed 
to date, at $.15 and $.20 per copy.These are 
four or eight pages with a picture cover. A 
good bibliography is included. 

The third series are the Indian Design 
Plates. 130 of these have been printed to 
date, mostly of pottery design, but some of 
basketry, beadwork, silver and copper. These 
are $.05 each or $5.00 for the complete sete 

Each of these sets can be purchased as 
a group at a reduced rate, and future issues 
can be subscribed toe Write to the Museum 
for complete lists. 

Write to: Denver Art Museum 

Indian Department 
1300 Logan Street 
Denver 3, Colorado 


The Boy Scout Oath 


Those of you who are Scouts will probably 
be able to use thise It is the Boy Scout Oath 
in the Sioux tonguee It was translated by the 
Reverend Vine Deloria ( a full-blooded Dakota) 
and is reprinted here by the kind permission, 
of Boy's Life Magazine. 


Wakantanka na mitamakoce owakiyin kta, na 
Tonweya Tawoope kin ohowala kta; 
Ohinni oyate owasin owicawakiyin kta; 
Na mitancan, mitawacin, na minagin hena 
owotanla wagluha kta e; 
Yuonihanyan micicunza 


Horse Trader Joe 


How about sending in your contributions 
to this column. They are freee Anything you 
you would like to trade, buy or sell as long 
as it is not a commercial ad is welcome. 

I would like to get the names of 2 young 
Indian Hobbyists who would be interested in 
assisting in the teaching of Indian Lore at 
a Summer Campe Contact: B.FeBarnes, Deck 
Dept., S/S United States; Pier 86 N. River, 
New York, New New York. 

Horse Trader Joe is interested in a good 
source of some basic craft materials,such as 
Porcupine hair and quills, Pipestone, Sinew. 
Anyone knowing of the above, Write, Care of 
this magazine. I'll trade or buy. 

Wanted: Pair of Angora fetlocks, long sinew 

strands,Pair of Woodland cuffs, addresses of 
private collectors and dealers. 

HAVE: Brown Eagle Feather bonnet, Sioux full 
beaded mocs 10#" very narrow, Winnebago pen- 
dant necklace, and other articles. 

Wills: Buy and sell or trade for articles of 
equal valtiee Conrad Gladowski, 740 Portage 

Ste, Stevens Point, Wisconsine 


Picture Scrapbook 


We promised some of these old Sioux pics 
from time to time. Here is another one. This 
was taken at Pine Ridge about 30 years ago by 
Clarence Ellsworth, our artiste 

It shows a very fine back bustle made of 
almost an entire Eagle winge This is of the 
Butterfly type. The right wing on the right 
side and the left on the other. Simple & good 
looking. Notice also the long underwear and 
the abundence of bellse 
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The photo above is of the Woskate Indian Group in Inglewood, Calif. 
We are including this picture to show what one group can do with the Ap- 


ache Crown Dance, presented in this issue. 
Zoode. 


I think they look pretty darn 


This is the third picture of the Woskate that we have printed. This 
because they have been nice enough to send us a batch of pictures.I'd be 
more than happy to print pictures of you or your group if you would only 
send them in with a letter giving me permission to print them. 


Entries in our contest are beginning to 
pick up, but you still have a darn good chance 


Get your entry in soon. 
THE RULES 
le Only subscribers may enter. 
2e Submit a suggestion of any length dealing 
with something we can use in this magazine. A 
story on your group, a new dance, or a const- 
ruction article. 
3e Contest closes March 15, 19556 
4, All entries become the property of this 
magazine and none can be returnede 
5e Judging will be on the basis of usefull- 
ness, originality, and presentation. 
The judges are: 
Win Fairchild - Noted Indian Lore authority 
Ernest Klann — Lecturer on Indians 
Norman Feder — Editor of this magazine 
Please mark all entries: Contest. 


of winninge 


. The prize is a Porky roach, this is an old 


Sioux roach in good condition. It has yellow: 
deer hair and two eagle feathers. Well worth 
a few minutes of your time to write. 
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If you are enjoying the "Hobbyist" Please 
tell your friends about it. We would like to 
make this a top notch magazine and in order to 
do this we need more subscriberseI'm sure that 
their are many people who would like to obtain 
the magazine if they only knew about it. Why 


not help me publicize the magazine. You'll be 


helping yourself, by getting a better magazine 
and helping others at the same timee Thanks. 


Subscriptions still available from Volel, No. l 


